
A Quick Guide
to the

RISM Online Catalog
                          

Updated: October 2020



Access the catalog at opac.rism.info or www.rism.info.

An easy way to jump right in is to start with a simple search, such as Schumann, and just browse the 
catalog. 

This field searches all fields. Click Enter or the triangle to search.

https://opac.rism.info/metaopac/start.do?View=rism
http://www.rism.info/


You have over 2,900 results. 

Refine these results 
using the filters on 
the left. 

Records with links to 
digitized music are 
at the top, followed 
by the 

Genre

Composer

Source type...



Filters, continued:

Scoring (also called 
instrumentation)

Publisher

Year (year the source 
was created)

Library siglum (where 
the sources are located) 



Click on a filter to apply it. 

Now we just see works 
by Clara Schumann. 

Click the X to remove a 
filter.

Your results are in the 
middle. 

Click on any record to 
get more detailed 
information. 



Information on the 
composer and other 
people is at the top.

Click on any blue 
link to find out more 
about the person, 
publication, or 
institution.



Exploring the record 
a bit more, you can 
see...

...an exact 
transcription of the 
title on the source...

...then information 
about its physical 
form  (score, parts, 
etc.). 

Incipits are 
frequently, but not 
always, included.

This record includes 
more details about 
the piece, 
references to it in 
the secondary 
literature, and 
related names. 



At the bottom of the record you will find the current location of this source.

Click this link for more information about the institution. Contact the holding library if you would 
like to view the manuscript.

The orange box can be used to send feedback about the record.

The RISM ID number can be cited in your research.



Use the permalink to link to this record in an online publication.

Help can be found at the top of the page.



The Advanced Search and the incipit search will be 
explained in different tutorials.

If you have any questions or comments, please let 
us know!

contact@rism.info
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